Plas Du

Plas Du in 2023

Plas Du (Black Hall) sits just above the centre of Pentredwr, between the
village and the farm of Bwich Mawr higher up the hillside. Originally a
cottage forming part of Bwich Mawr Farm, Plas Du was marked, along
with Bwlch Mawr, on John Evans’ map of North Wales in 1795. Although
local folklore tells that Bwich Mawr was a grange belonging to Valle
Crucis Abbey it is not clear when either Plas Du or Bwich Mawr were
originally built. . . £ Fashs maeaa VRN
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however that the 91 acre | e
farm of Bwilch  Mawr,
including Plas Du, was a
property belonging to one of
the large estates, possibly
the Trevor Hall or Llantysilio
Hall Estate, and was rented
out to tenant farmers.

In 1819 an early survey, done
as a pre-cursor to the
Ordnance Survey Maps, also
marks Plas Du and Bwich
Mawr, although only the latter
is named.
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5 map of North
Wales shows Plas Du.



A picture of Plas Du
prior to the modern
additions (left) and a
glimpse inside (below)
show that the design
was a cruck style
longhouse. It would
originally have been
one long open space
inside, whereas today
the openings below the
cruck collar have been
filed in to divide the
house into individual
rooms.

A photograph of
Plas Du in the
1940s (above)

showing the
longhouse design

of the building
and a photograph

inside today

(right) showing

the Cruck style

beams that
support the
house.

Where cruck style frame construction originated is unclear. Experts
disagree as to whether it is indigenous or came from the Continent. From
its distribution in the North and West, it is possible that it belongs to a
Celtic tradition. It began in the Middle Ages and continued into the
eighteenth century. The earliest surviving cruck in England and Wales
has been dated to 1262, and the latest to 1742. This and the age of
other houses in Pentredwr and Oernant could point to a construction
date for Plas Du in the early 18" century or even significantly earlier.



In 1831, Plas Du was put
up for sale at as part of a
lot with Bwich Mawr, at an
auction that saw the
disposal of a number of
properties in Pentredwr
and Llantysilio. On the
advert for the sale it
mentions  that  both
properties were ‘in the
occupation of the
representatives of the
late Richard Jones as
tenant at will’.

1819 Ordnance Survey drawing. Courtesy
British Library.

LOT 1L

A Tenement, called Bwich Mawr, and a Cottage,
called Plas du, containing 9la. 3r. 25p. with au exten-
sive exclusive right of Common on the adjoining Hill,
on which there is excellent Grouse shooting, situate in
the parish of Llantisilio aforesaid, and now in the oc-
cupation of the Representatives of the late Richard
Jones, as tenaut at will.

1831 advertisement for the sale by auction of Plas Du and Bwich Mawr.
Chester Chronicle - Friday 05 August 1831.

Although it does not say in the auction details who is selling the
properties, it seems likely that, with so many adjacent properties being
sold off at the same time, many of them probably belonged to one
estate. One possibility (although as yet unproven) is that all of the
houses had previously belonged to the Llantysilio Hall Estate and were
being sold as a result of the death of Thomas Jones of Llantysilio Hall in
1820. Thomas Jones had died without making a will and the disposal of
the estate took several years to resolve.

What we do know is that Plas Du, along with Bwlch Mawr and many of
the other properties at the auction, was purchased by Lord Robert
Ponsonby Tottenham, bishop of Cloghar, who's son would later live at
Plas Berwyn.




The tenant farmer of Bwich
Mawr, Richard Jones, had died
earlier in 1831. In his will, written
five years earlier, he had left £40
to his son William Jones, £60 to
his daughter Gwen Jones and
her husband John Jones and
everything else divided between
his other sons John, Richard and
Robert. The entire sum of his
estate was below £200.

From this time onwards the
occupants of Plas Du were listed
separately in the records from
Bwich Mawr. In 1841 the tithe
and the census showed Plas Du
being lived in by 70 year old
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Richard Jones’ will, proved in

1832. Courtesy National Library

Wales.

carpenter Evan Jones, followed

in 1851 by quarry worker Edward Roberts and his family, and then in
1861 by another quarryman, Richard Williams, with his wife Elizabeth
and their children Michael, Thomas and Elizabeth.

Over the next ten years Richard and Elizabeth had another three
children, Elenor, Levi and Margaret, and, possibly needing a larger
property, moved half a mile up the valley to Oernant Isaf.A young couple,
Amos and Fanny Roberts moved into Plas Du with their two year old
daughter Elizabeth.

Amos had been born at Cae’r Hafod in 1850, son of rockman John
Roberts and his wife Sarah. He had married Frances (Fanny) Francis,
from Bryn Goleu in the Eglwyseg Valley, in 1868 and the couple had
moved into Plas Du by 1871. Amos and Fanny had two more children,
Sarah Jane in 1873 and John Edward in 1875.
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The baptisms of Sarah and John Edward Roberts at Llantysilio
Church in 1873 and 1875.



Following the birth of Edward Amos and Fanny moved to Bryn Goleu —
not Fanny’s family home in Eglwyseg but the Bryn Goleu lying just 300
yards away from Plas Du at the side of the Horseshoe Pass. Into Plas
Du moved Michael Williams and his new wife Mary (nee Davies). This
was the Michael Williams that had lived at Plas Du with his family as a
child, but then moved to Oernant Isaf. He had married Mary Davies from
Llanderfel at Llantysilio Church in 1877, and they had a daughter Mary
Elizabeth the following year.
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A gravestone in Llantysilio
Churchyard reveals the sad fact
that the young Mary’s life was very
short. She passed away in
October, aged just 7 months.

The gravestone reads ‘Er serchus
gof am MARY ELIZABETH plentyn
MICHAEL a MARY WILLIAMS
Plas Du Pentredwr yr hon a fu
farw Hydref 23, 1878 yn saith mis
oed’. ‘In loving memory of MARY
ELIZABETH child of MICHAEL
and MARY WILLIAMS Plas Du
Pentredwr who died on October
23, 1878 aged seven months’.

To compound the grief for Michael,
just 16 months later his young wife
also died.
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The young Mary Elizabeth’s grave.
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Llangollen. Wrexham
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With losing his wife and child Michael moved back in with his family at
Oernant Isaf, a widower at just 25 years of age. Plas Du was not listed in
the 1881 census and so it would seem very likely that it remained
unoccupied at this time. It would not remain so, however, and soon
became the family home for other members of the previous two families
that had lived there.

Elizabeth Roberts (daughter of Amos and Fanny) married Levi Williams
(Michael’s brother) in 1887 and had their first child Dorcas a year later,
followed by a son Wynne in 1890, both whilst living at Plas Du. Theirs
was a short stay, however, as, by the time of the birth of their second
son Amos in 1892, they had moved to Rhysgog, just to the west of
Llangollen.

Following a short period when the house was occupied by John Giriffiths,
prior to him renting and moving to Hendre in Eglwyseg, Evan and
Margaret Edwards moved into Plas Du with their daughter Hannah and
son Hywel. Evan was a quarry worker, born in Llantysilio, but Margaret
was originally from Dolgellau. The couple had previously lived at Hen
Bandy before moving to Plas Du.
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Hannah Edwards’ marriage to John William Walker in 1898.

In June 1898, their daughter Hannah married
mechanical engineer John William Walker, who
was also from Dolgellau, and the couple went
back to live there, having three children — Evan,
Thomas (Tom) and Mary (May). Sadly John died
in 1905, the same year that their daughter was
born. The following year her mother Margaret also
died, and Hannah moved back to Pentredvir.

Hannah Walker with her
children Evan, May |
and Tom.
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David Edward Williams.

Hannah’s father Evan died in
1911 and was interred at
Llantysilio Church. With the
death of her father, and
following the birth of William,
David and Hannah moved to
Wrexham, where they were
still living in 1939, along with
their son Tom Walker from
Hannah’s first marriage.

Into Plas Du moved John
Edward Roberts, with his
wife Elizabeth and their two
children Edward Stanley and
Annie. And so Plas Du
continued to recycle family
members as a home, John
being Amos and Fanny
Roberts’ youngest child, born
at Plas Du in 1875. The
family had previously lived in

Back in Pentredwr Hannah met David
Edward Williams, son of Ellis and Martha
Williams who lived on Post Office Terrace.
A gamekeeper’s assistant at the age of
14, and then a quarry worker, David was
seven years her junior. The couple were
married in 1910 and, later that year,
daughter Doris was born. In 1911 the
family was living at Plas Du with Hannah'’s
father, although David was now noted as
the head of the household. Doris and the
three children from Hannah’s first
marriage were joined by younger brother
William in 1912.

Llantysilio churchyard

Coed y Gadfa in Rhewl, Llantysilio, where John was a quarry worker.
Which quarry John was working at when the were living in Rhewl we do
not know, but in 1921, having moved to Plas Du, he was shown in the
census as working for Mr Hawkes at the Moel y Faen quarry.
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The Roberts family
continued to lease Plas Du
from the Tottenham Estate.
Although by 1939 John and
Elizabeth had moved up to
Bwich Mawr, John’s older
sister, Sarah, was living on
her own at the cottage.

During the Second World
War Plas Du became home
to Alice Ellison and her family
escaping the bombing in
Liverpool. Daughter Shirley,
who was five years old when
they came, remembers their
life in Pentredwr.

| came to live in Pentredwr
during the War to escape the
bombing in Liverpool, | was
almost 5 years old. My dad
(Fred Ellison) who was in the
RAF had been captured in

Singapore and was a prisoner  john and Elizabeth Roberts sitting outside

of the Japanese. We lived at Plas Du, Pentrediir in the 1920s.
Plas Du and when | started

school - it was at the village school. Miss Charles was the teacher for the
infants and Mr Morris was the headmaster who taught the older children.

P S 54 ... We kept chickens and
= . pigs of our own so we
had plenty of eggs,
which were used for
baking. and making
egg custards and all
sorts of good things to
eat. Sometimes we
would go for a walk,
up the OIld Pass and
round down the
Horseshoe Pass, we considered that a nice little stroll. The winters were
always fun for us children, especially when we got snowed up, which
was quite often. The school would be closed and we would go sledging
and having fun building snowmen. | built an igloo once and sat in it all
day with our little dog.

Looking after the animals at
Plas Du during the War.




In winter we used to walk down to
Llangollen as the buses couldn’t get
through the snow and we had to get to
Llan to get our accumulator charged up so
that we could listen to the radio. There was
no electric, we just had oil lamps, which
didn’t really give much light. But we really
needed the radio to keep up with events
that were happening around the world with
regard to the War. We would always raise
a glass on New Years Eve for my dad,
hoping that he would be home next year.

Plas Du during the Second
World War.

After the War properties were sold off from
the large estates to cover the costs of death
duties. In January 1948 the Tottenham
Estate sold Plas Du to John Edward Roberts
S5/ A ] ; for £250. In the deed of sale John Roberts
Fred and Alice at Plas Du.  Was living at Fron Newydd, and so possibly

he and Elizabeth had moved out during the
period of the War to give space for the evacuee family, possibly having been
prompted by the government payment to house evacuees.

However, having bought the house John
and Elizabeth were back living in Plas Du,
although sadly not for very long. John
Edward Roberts died in 1954 and
Elizabeth Ann in the following year. They
were buried together in Llantysilio
Churchyard and on the gravestone and in .5 Lt -
the burial records they are both described  John and Elizabeth’s gravestone
as living at Plas Du. in Llantysilio Churchyard.

£ K/

After his parents’ deaths John and Elizabeth’s son (Edward) Stanley
Roberts and his wife Myfanwy relocated up to Plas Du from Gwalia
Cottage in the centre of the village. They stayed there for twenty years,
but then in 1974 they sold up and moved into the centre of Llangollen.
Thomas and Joyce Borrington moved into the house, having previously
lived in Wrexham. They stayed there for twenty years as well, but in
1994 Joyce sold the house, her husband having passed away some time
before. Peter and Irene Ross were the next occupants, but they
remained at Plas Du for just nine years before selling it to lan and Pat
Mc Broom. They bought the house from Peter and Irene in 2003, but
then rented it back to them until early 2004, when they relocated to the
UK (from Cyprus) and move in to Plas Du.

By lan and Pat McBroom and Shirley Hemmersley, with David Crane.
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