Eglwyseg Mill

Eglwyseg Mill in 2020. The mill wheel was mounted on the end of
the building on the left in this picture.

Melin Eglwyseg (Eglwyseg Mill) was a corn or flour mill that remained in
operation until the end of the 19th century. It first appears in the records
in the early 17" century. As early as 1626, and then again in 1633,
rental records for the Wynnstay Estate list M. Trayford as paylng an
annual rent of £44.00 for “the domain and mill” in Eglwyseg The
domain referred to the farm of Plas Isa and, for many years, the mill
was included in the rental of Plas Isa from the Wynnstay Estate.
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Rental records for Eglwyseg from 1626
Courtesy National Library Wales.



The Mill would have been used to grind corn grain into flour, probably
for other farms as well as Plas Isa. The Mill used an overshot water
wheel mounted on the end of the building, fed by a leet from a mill pond
located 250m upstream from the mill.

Transcribed from the 1873 Ordnance Survey map the mill pond and
leet leading to the Mill can be clearly seen.
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The mill pond as it usually appears today, and When it was filled by the
floods in 2000. The Eglwyseg Stream can be seen behind the trees.

In the second half of the 17" century Ellis Lloyd was renting Plas Isa
and the M|II from the Wynnstay Estate and he was followed at the turn
of the 18" century by Peter Ffoulkes?.

It is from this time that we can begin to get some information about the
millers Who worked at Eglwyseg Mill from the Llangollen Parish
Reglsters In January 1715 Mary Ellis, wife of Jon Ellis, miller, of
Eglwyseg, died. As Eglwyseg Mill was the only mill in Eglwyseg at the
time it is safe to assume that Jon (or John) Ellis was the miller and that
he and his family probably lived in the mill building. In December 1716
John Ellis married again, to Mary Jones and they went on to have a
daughter, Elizabeth, in the following December (who died at a month
old) and a son, John, in December 1718.

By 1727 John Ellis had been replaced as miller in Eglwyseg by John
Griffiths, along with his wife Jane and baby daughter Mary. John
Griffiths had previously been miller in Pengwern and had evidently
decided to move on to a new challenge.
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Over the next eight years John and Jane went on to have another four
daughters at Eglwyseg Mill, Margaret, Catherine, Anne and Elizabeth.

Peter Ffoulkes continued to rent the Plas Isa estate, including Eglwyseg
Mill, from the Wynnstay Estate up until 1747, when the rental records
show him paying £65:00:00 for the demesne (all of the land) and mill in
Eglw%seg“. From 1748 onwards Thomas and Edward Jones took on the
lease”.

We do not know how long John and Jane Giriffiths continued to sub-let
the Mill, or whether they left with the change of their landlord, but at the
end of 1769 Edward Owen, miller of Eglwyseg, and his wife Elizabeth
are recorded as having a daughter, who was also named Elizabeth.
They had a son, Robert, in 1773, followed by another daughter, Jane, in
1775, although Robert sadly died when less than a year old.
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Baptism record for Elizabeth Owen in 1769.

From 1778 until 1791 the lease of the Plas Isa (Plas yn Eglwyseq)
demesne was held by Edward Roberts. Whether, again, Edward and
Elizabeth Owen left as a result of the change of landlord we do not
know but by 1784, milling at Eglwyseg had been taken up by Hugh
Hughes. He and his wife Elizabeth had a son, Richard that year,
followed by daughter Catherine the following year.
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Baptism record for Richard Hughes in 1784.

Over the next ten years Hugh and Elizabeth went on to have another
five children, twins Anne and David in 1789, another set of twins Gwen
and Margaret in 1792 and son Hugh in 1794. Whilst they were at
Eglwyseg Mill the lease of Plas yn Eglwyseg, including the Mill, passed
from Edward Roberts to Thomas Roberts, possibly Edward’s son.

Ten years after the birth of their son, Hugh and Elizabeth had moved on
to be replaced by John and Elizabeth Edwards. The Bishop’s
Transcripts of baptisms in Llantysilio record the birth of Jane Edwards
on the 2™ August 1805 to John, miller, and Elizabeth Edwards of
Eglwysegl®.

It is another twelve years before the records shine another light on the
occupants of the Mill at Eglwyseg. In 1826 Elizabeth Jones, who was
living there, died at the age of 63’. Who Elizabeth Jones was and
whether she had any family has not so far been discovered.
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Death of Elizabeth Jones in 1826.

Thomas Roberts
appears to have
managed Plas yn
Eglwyseg and the Mill
for around thirty years,
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by but in the tithe survey
\: of 1844, Plas yn
3% Eglwyseg, the Mill and

all of the land around
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% do g ~sds =g g Se3f is recorded as being
e : Syl ; owned by Sir Watkin
N Williams Wynn and

i occupied by Edward
: Roberts, possibly

Tithe map of 1844. Thomas Roberts’

Eglwyseg Mill is number 219. son®. In the census of

1841 the miller,
included under the entry for Plas yn Eglwyseg but in a separate
dwelling (presumably the Mill), was seventy year old John Jones, living
with his wife Elizabeth, who was ten years his junior, and an eleven
year old servant Evan Evans®. Whether there was any connection
between them and Elizabeth Jones who had died at the Mill fifteen
years earlier is not known, although she could possibly have been
Elizabeth’s mother.

In 1851 Edward Roberts, now 56 years old and a widow, was still at Plas yn
Eglwyseg. Eglwyseg Mill did not appear on the census returns but in August
1848 David Williams, miller, of Eglwysegle and his wife Mary had a daughter
Mary Jane. In November 1852, they had a second daughter, Grace'®. David
was still marked as a miller. Strangely, on the 1851 census, David was listed
as an agricultural labourer, not a miller. He, Mary and three year old Mary
Jane were living at Tai Newyddion just up the road™. Mary Williams, married,
67 years old and a miller’s wife also lived at Tai Newyddion? A possibility is
that David was the older Mary’s son, and had taken over the operation of the
Mill upon the death of his father. That the Mill was still operating is evidenced
by a painting from around 1850 by Randall Druce that shows water flowing
out of the head race (see facing page).
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A picture of an ‘Old Mill Near Llangollen’, painted by Randall Druce
around 1850, almost certainly depicts Eglwyseg Mill.




It is also clear that
Eglwyseg Mill was still in
operation from the list of
bills for repairs to the mill
through the early 1950s
(left). That the Mill
continued to be part of
the Plas yn Eglwyseg
estate is also evidenced
by the fact that it was
Edward Roberts paying
for the materials and the
work, including  two
pounds one shilling and
eight pence for a leather
strap, nine shillings and
eleven pence for
flagstones for the Mill
and nine shillings for the
flagstones to be laid.

The list of bills paid
by Edward Roberts
in the early 1850s for
work on and repairs
to Eglwyseg Mill.
Courtesy Eileen and
Arthur Davies.

One of the most notable occupants of Eglwyseg Mill (for the time) was
Susan Lloyd, who, aged forty, was the miller in 1861. Her husband
John, ten years older and also living at the Mill House, was an
agricultural labourer'?. By 1863, however, other bills for work on the
millstones and other things showed that the new tenant at the Mill was
Robert Roberts.

Bills to Robert Roberts of Eglwyseg Mill.
Courtesy Eileen and Arthur Davies.
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On the 1868 polling register Robert = « Liangollen Polling District.—Parish ¢
Roberts is shown to be still living at o
Eglwyseg Mill, but by 1871 another i ok n

seventy year old miller had taken .2
up residence at the Mill House. %

MARRIAGES fol

ized in the Parith of Lot/ iny s
in the County udis

77 in the Year 1820

- 1M ughin = _of £ Parith 855 | Roberts, Robert ...
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—of L, Pusith The 1868 polllng register.
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~owei| In 1826 Simon Hughes had

th
n the Year One thoufand cight

By ma B I o, B | married Jane Parry  in

Thi Mg ws lensized becween w{ PRI langollen.  He  was  from
In the Prefence of {74 /‘f_‘,_ Z i Llantysilio and she was from
;;//’; Llangollen®®. The couple moved
The marriage of Simon and Jane ~ UP 10 Llansannan, where, in
in 1826. 1841, Simon was a miller at

Bryn y Velin'®. In 1851 Simon
was still milling, but in Toxteth in Liverpool15. By 1871 they had
obviously decided to get back to their roots, and had moved into
Eglwyseg Mill along W|th Seth and Mary, second and third youngest of a
total of eight children'®. Simon was involved in the local life, even
wr|1n”n|ng flrsthprlz? of II10 DEATHS.
shillings in the Llangollen "L sk abie T m A
Agricultural Show of 1876 H:E;Ef i;léﬁu;;grﬁhlfn* Ulnese, ged 76, Mr. Simon

for his donkey He was ill, i , L
however, and a year later, Simon Hughes’ death notice in the

in March 1877, he died™®. Llangollen Advertiser in 1877.

Three years later, in 1880, Jane died as well*® and their son Seth took
over as miller. He lived at the Mill with his youngest sister Margaret and
her two children William and Mary. Fourteen year old William was also
a miller, helping his uncle run the Mill®. Seth was still at the Mill in
1887, when the rates book showed the rateable value to be £12, with
estimated rent to the Wynnstay Estate of £15%

NAME OF OCCUPIER NAME OF OWNER. Description of Property Rated. Name or Situation of Property
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Seth Hughes at Melin Eglwyseg in 1887.



It would seem, however, that Seth Hughes and his nephew William were
the last millers at Eglwyseg. With the competition of large steam powered
mills and the drop in production of corn on local farms many rural mills in
Wales and England were closing at the end of the 19" century and
Eglwyseg Mill seems to have suffered this fate.

By 1891 Eglwyseg Mill was occupied b;/ John and Mary Evans, originally
from Llanbrynmair in Montgomeryshire 2, John, 47, was a carpenter and
joiner but had previously been an undertaker in Walton, Lancashire
before moving to Eglwyseg. Mary was two years older at 49. They didn’t
stay long however. Whether Mary died, or they parted for some other
reason, is not known, but ten years later John was living in Pontcysyllte

with a new wife, also Mary but 35 years younger than John?.

During the first decade of the 20" century the Mill was lived in by the
Davies family, David, Ellen and their youngest five children®*?,
Originally from Llangwm and Gwyddelwern, David, a roadman, and
Ellen had lived for twenty years at Fron Fawr®’, just up the road, before
moving into Eglwyseg Mill. They paid £9 rent to the Wynnstay Estate®.
The five older children that had been born whilst at Fron Fawr had left
by the time the family moved down to the Mill. In 1927 Hugh Robert
Hughes married Dilys Davies, the youngest of David and Ellen’s
children, and made their home in the Mill*’. Robert was a bricklayer
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David Davies’ youngest daughter Dilys (in apron) married Hugh
Robert Hughes, a bricklayer from Garth. Were the flagstones in this
picture those laid in 1855 (see page **)?

Courtesy Eileen and Arthur Davies.
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Robert and Dilys’ wedding at Llangollen Church in 1927.

Robert and Dilys continued to live at Eglwyseg Mill until the mid 1960s,
Robert becoming a pipe loader at the brickworks in Garth.when they
moved to Garth®’, but after they left the building began to fall into
disrepair.
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Robert and Dllys at Eglwyseg M|II in 1939.

During a storm in 1950 the mill wheel
was torn away from the building and
lay broken in the tail race, although
the axle remained protruding from the
wall of the building.

Purchased by the Gratton family,
restoration of the house began at the
end of the 1960s, with the re-roofing
of the main house.

The axle for the mill wheel
protruding out over the wheelpit.

Re-roofing the Mill in 1968.
Courtesy Eileen and Arthur Davies.




The lean-to kitchen on the
southern end of the building was
also repaired and re-roofed and
the coating of white removed to
reveal the original stone work?.

The lean-to kitchen on Eglwyseg
Mill being re-roofed by Joe Gratton
in 1969 (above) and the original
stonework exposed (right). The Mill
today (below).
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A stone built extension replaced the
lean-to and the main entrance door was
moved into the new part of the building.

Inside, a hatch was put into the end
wall, giving access to the mill
machinery that still exists inside the end
of the building.

Today (2022) Eglwyseg Mill is shared
by members of the Gratton family as
holiday accommodation, enabling the
life of this historic building to continue.

The cogs and wheels of the
mill machinery that still remain
in the building.
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