Fron Adda

Fron Adda in 2023.

Fron Adda (Adam’s Hill) is a property located by the turning up to Bwich
Mawr in Pentredwr, Llangollen. The surrounding woodland above the
area is known as Llwyn Adda (Adam’s Grove). Although Bwich Mawr
and Plas Du are both indicated on the 1795 map of North Wales by John
Evans, Fron Adda is not marked. However, there are a number of
houses not marked on Evans’ map that are known to have existed at the
time and so it is not a definitive indication that Fron Adda was built later.

The house was marked
on an Ordnance Survey
drawing made just 25
years later in 1819, and
so it is from this date that
we can begin to trace the
history of the house and
its occupants.

In 1841 the tithe map
shows Richard Thomas
as living at Bron Adda,
which was number 39 on
the map and in the
apportionment. The
Census from the same
year also shows Bron Adda as being occupied by Richard Thomas as
well as a John and Eliza Jones.

An 1819 Ordnance Survey drawing marks
Fron Adda. © The British Library Board.
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The 1841 Census for Fron Adda.

Richard’s occupation is noted on the Census as a slate miner — a
common occupation in Pentredwr at that time. Richard could have
worked at any of the quarries operating in the area. Work for the miners
(quarrymen) was extremely demanding. Their working day would begin
at around 7:30 am and they would work an 8-hour day hand drilling holes
for the insertion of blast charges. The men would eat a breakfast, usually
consisting of porridge, and have bread with ham and cheese for their
dinner. Wages around the year 1800 were 6 shillings per week. The
slightly older John Jones was a carpenter, a well respected trade in the
mid 19th century.
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The 1851 census for Fron Adda.

By 1851 there was just a single family living at Fron Adda. Rockman
Edward Roberts (46) had moved in with his wife Cathrine (44) and their
seven children John (sadly already a widower at 25), Evan (23), Abselom
(13), Ruth (11), James (8), Edward (6). Cathrine (1), as well as Edward’s
one year old nephew James. It would be the start of the Roberts family
living at Fron Adda for around a hundred years! By 1861 only the two
youngest children, Cathrine and nephew James, remained, but the family
had taken on a boarder James Parry. James the nephew of Edward
Roberts is shown as also having the occupation of rockman even though
he was only 11 years of age at the time!

In 1871 the Roberts family were still living at Fron Adda, but now it had
passed onto the next generation, with Edward and Cathrine’s second son
Evan moving back in with his own family, his wife Ann and their four
children, John, Susannah, Catherine and Edward.
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Evan’s eldest son John was
evidently a good singer. An article
in the paper from 1873 reported
on him being part of a choir
preparing to sing in a competition
at Crystal Palace and another
article four years later noted him
singing a solo at a concert to
celebrate the opening of the new
Calvanistic Chapel at Llandynan.
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26th December 1873. 14th September 1877: Local and

district news — Llandynan.

In 1886 Evan and Ann’s daughter Susannah married local young man,
Thomas Evans, who was two years younger than her. Thomas was the
son of Jonah Evans and had grown up at Fron Newydd, just above on the
Horseshoe Pass. One strange thing was that, although both were from
Pentredwr, Llantysilio, they were married in the church at Rhosymedre.
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Thomas and Susannah’s marriage at Rhosymedre in 1886.

On the death of his father in 1888 Thomas’ older brother Richard had

taken on the running of Fron Newydd and so Thomas and Susannah had
moved to the Gyntraien district of LIlangollen when they married.
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Evan and Ann Roberts’ grave at
Llantysilio Church.

We do know that Fron Adda continued
to stay with the Roberts family
because daughter Susannah, now
Susannah Evans, moved in with her
husband Thomas. A photograph from
around 1920 showed Susannah with
her daughter Mary Edith standing, very
likely, in the garden at Fron Adda.

Susannah, with her daughter Mary
Edith around 1920. It is not certain
but it looks very much like the
photograph could have been taken
outside Fron Adda with Foel Dergoed
in the background.
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Evan and Ann continued to live
at Fron Adda right through until
their deaths in the early part of
the 20th century, with Evan dying
in 1912 and Ann in 1918. They
were buried in  Llantysilio
Churchyard.

On the 1921 Census 25 year old
wage clerk Joseph lken from
Liverpool was recorded as living
at Fron Adda, but it is difficult to
believe that he was there long
term as he was still working for
Alfred Holt and Co., shipowners
in Birkenhead, and that would
have been some commute at that
time! Possibly he was just

looking after the house for a short
time and happened to be there
on the day of the Census.

N



Sadly Susannah and Thomas’ stay at
the house is also marked by a
gravestone in Llantysilio Churchyard.
Susannah died in April 1931 and
Thomas three years later in October
1934. They were buried together in
Llantysilio Churchyard.

Their passing would not, however, be the
end of the link between the Roberts
family and Fron Adda. The 1939
Electoral Register shows that
Susannah’s older brother John, now
widowed, had moved into the house with
28 : his son and daughter Glyn and Olwen.
j ' Nine years later and the wedding of
Susanna_h and Thqr_nas Olwenyto William Arthur Bluck at S%ion
grave in Llantysilio Chapel in Llangollen, reported in the
Churchyard Tuesday Review, showed that the

Roberts family still continued to live at AT
Fron Adda after the Second World War. L WEDDINGs.
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Today (2023) Fron Adda remains lived and had a bouquet of na i
in by a Roberts family, although there is With white fi cissi; and the
age . . e 7
no familial connection with Evan and i g
Ann Roberts and their descendents. E:ﬂfé;ﬁ,‘;,g Sod .
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When they moved in they were — monya reception wae po s the cere-
. The: bei : S held at Acrefa;y.
informed  that  Fron  Adda  had  honeymony £y, 1€, speadin
previously been lived in by the local | ill reside at Frop 4og o0 the
redwr.. Mr, Bluck is o

postman. The kitchen area had been Monsanto, Chemioaty sos
a barn for a horse that had been i

used by him for his rounds and the The wedding of Olwen
wooded area on the left of the road  Roberts and William Bluck,
going up the Old Pass was used to reported in the Tuesday

grow hay for the horse. Review on 6th April 1948.

By Gaynor Evans and David Crane.



Fron Adda Springs and St Collen’s Well

Mr J. D. Evans, J.P., presided  The springs that rise around Fron Adda

over the monthly meeting of the ; :
Fiprilyaric Badian Cotdels At s flow down to the village below and were, in

previous meeting it had been agreed ~ Past years, used to supply the standpipes
to support the request of the villag-  that were the water supply for Pentredvir.
ers of Pentredwr to the Wrexham F :

Rural District Council that a water :jntn(gjumgi!y’ |’? n I;:‘e sale ?]amcmﬁrs and tﬂe
supply be installed in the houses of eedas O the house, the well near the
the village. The source of the pres-  house is named as St Collen’s Well, a
‘I*_“t Suj{’g}jy £ the °Vefﬂgw ffmmtthe name usually attributed to the spring that
‘ron a Springs, and a Iew taps .

have been erected on the roadside  1S€S at the top of the Old Pass, near to the
at certain points in the village. present day Ponderosa Café.

The report on the Council meeting on 25th July 1961, detailing

the.water supply from the Fron Adda Springs (above left) and the

sale particulars for the house naming Str Collen’s Spring (below).
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St Collen’s Spring or Well plays a prominent
role in the legendary history of Pentredwir.
Local folklore tells of the giantess who
would devour everyone that went over the
Pass. The villagers of Pentredwr asked St
Collen to rid the district of the giantess. He
went up to the Pass and they started to
fight. Collen chopped off the giantess’ right
arm. She called out to the giant of the cave = :
at Craig Arthur in the Eglwyseg Rocks to Picture by Victor Lama.
come to her aid but Collen cut off her other

arm and killed her before she could summon him. He washed the blood
off his sword in the spring now known as Ffynnon Gollen.

Looking up the Pentredwr Valley. Fron Adda can be seen above and
to the left of the centre of the photograph.
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